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having thus brought the universe out of darkness into
light, switched over his genius to the problems arising
out of his new job, the mastership of the Mint. But his
nearest approach to metaphysics was an attempt to
interpret the prophecies of Daniel not markedly inferior
to modern assaults on the Great Pyramid.

Nevertheless, the English practical genius exercised
a decisive stimulus on the French mind ; that most
pedestrian of all philosophers, John Locke, the apologist
of the Whig Revolution, and a veritable apostle of
compromise, provided a foundation for systems innocent
of any sort of compromise. And the British Constitution,
simplified by the French intelligence into the semblance
of a most un-English rationality, was held up as a paradise
not of liberties, but of a liberty all the more desirable in
contrast to a despotism that had ceased to be even
successful. Anglomania, which was at its height in Paris
when the two countries were at death grips in the Seven
Years' War, and extended even to the fashions, was
paving the way for a very different sort of revolution
from that of 1688.
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